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Conjugation of curcumin (CCM) by polyethylene glycol (PEG) has been previously developed to

improve water solubility of the natural form of CCM and its antiproliferative role in some human

cancer cell lines. This study examined the cellular uptake kinetics of the natural form of CCM and

CCM-PEG. Their cytotoxic effect in proliferating preadipocytes and antiadipogenic property in

differentiating preadipocytes had also been investigated. CCM and CCM-PEG were found to be

differently absorbed in 3T3-L1 preadipocytes and adipocytes with a limited amount of CCM-PEG

absorption in the cell. The improved water solubility of CCM-PEG was correlated with increased

cellular retention of CCM in 3T3-L1 cells, particularly in preadipocytes. Consequently, CCM-PEG

treatment sensitized proliferating preadipocytes to CCM-induced cell toxicity. Furthermore, incuba-

tion of differentiating 3T3-L1 cells with CCM-PEG resulted in improvement of the inhibitory role of

CCM in adipocyte differentiation with no toxic effect. These results suggest that pegylation-improved

water solubility and cellular retention of CCM may be uniquely useful for improving the delivery of

CCM in preadipocytes and its antiadipogenic ability.
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INTRODUCTION

Obesity has reached epidemic levels worldwide. Its global
health hazard is closely associated with increased risks of the
development of chronic diseases such as type 2 diabetes and
cardiovascular disease with a rising incidence of mortality and
morbidity (1-3). Increased adipose mass and dysfunction of
adipose tissue are known to play detrimental roles in the devel-
opment of obesity and its related chronic diseases. Adipogenesis,
the new adipocyte generation through differentiation of preadi-
pocytes to adipocytes, is considered to be an effective cellular
target to prevent the development of obesity. Adipogenesis is
tightly regulated by several transcriptional factors such as
CCAAT/enhancer binding protein β (C/EBPβ), C/EBPR, and
peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor γ (PPARγ) (4-6).
Adipogenesis is also known to be inhibited by the Wnt pathway,
a signal transduction pathway affecting cell growth and fate
determination, which suppresses PPARγ and C/EBPR (7).

There has been continuous attention to identify dietary phy-
tochemicals to prevent or delay obesity. Although a number of
bioactive dietary components such as epigallocatechin gallate
(8-10), resveratrol (11-13), and capsaicin (14-16) have been

suggested to have potential antiobesity properties, the efficacy of
these components under physiological conditions is largely limited
by their poor bioavailability as the result of their low solubility
(17, 18).

Curcumin (CCM, diferuloylmethane), a yellow bioactive com-
ponent from rhizomes of the Curcuma longa plant, has a long
history of dietary applications for enhancing taste and color and
of medicinal use as a topical treatment for wound healing (19).
Numerous in vitro and preclinical studies have elucidated bene-
ficial functions of CCM as a potent preventive agent against
cancer (20-23). This is largely through its apoptosis-inducing and
cytotoxic activities in certain cancer cells at relatively high
concentrations (24, 25). In addition, CCM also exhibits antiox-
idant, anti-inflammatory, and antimicrobial activities (19, 26).
Recent in vitro and animal studies further proposed an inhibitory
effect of CCM on high-fat diet-induced body weight gain and
adipogenesis in adipose tissue (27-31). This antiadipogenic acti-
vity has been reported to be through the inhibition of various
cellular and transcriptional events during the early stage of
adipogenesis, including mitotic clonal expansion, Wnt signaling,
and expression of proadipogenic transcription factors, C/EBPR
and PPARγ (31-33).

Despite its safety andpromising healthbenefits, the insolubility
of dietary CCM in aqueous system limits its absorption by the gut
and delivery to the bloodstream. In fact, either negligible amounts
of CCM or low nanomolar quantities of CCMwere found in the
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serum and liver of animals or humans after oral administration of
CCM (34). Thus, the lowwater solubility ofCCM is likely to limit
its bioavailability. To overcome this, various approaches have
been conducted, such as generation of nanoparticles (35), lipo-
somes (36, 37), and micelles (38) and encapsulation (39) and
formulation with piperine (40). In addition, polyethylene glycol
(PEG), a water-soluble polymer generally recognized as safe, has
been used to improve the water solubility and bioavailability of
drugs (41, 42), dietary peptide (43), and dietary phytochem-
icals (44, 45). Indeed, generation of conjugates of CCM to PEG
molecules has been recently reported, and CCM-PEG has been
shown to exhibit enhanced cytotoxicity in human prostate, colon,
esophageal, and pancreatic cancer cells (46). However, the cellular
uptake of water-soluble CCM-PEG in adipose tissue and its role
in adipogenesis have not yet been investigated. The objective of
this study is to examine the cellular uptake, cellular retention, and
antiadipogenic activity of CCM-PEG in 3T3-L1 cell line, an in
vitro model of adipogenesis.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials and Reagents. CCM, dexamethasone (DEX), isobutyl-
methylxanthine (IBMX), and insulin were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich
(St. Louis, MO). Fetal calf serum (FCS) and fetal bovine serum (FBS)
were purchased from PAA Cell Culture Co. (Dartmouth, MA). Dulbec-
co’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM), penicillin/streptomycin, sodium
pyruvate,Trizol reagent, andSuperScriptII kitwereobtained fromInvitrogen
(Carlsbad, CA). Dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) and 3-(4,5-dimethylthiazo-
lyl-2)-2,5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide (MTT) were purchased from Alfa
Aesar (Ward Hill, MA).

Synthesis of CCM-PEG. CCM-PEG generated by Safavy et
al. (46) was employed in this study. Briefly, hydrophilic and biocompatible
polymer PEG with a molecular mass of 750 Da was used for the synthesis
of CCM--PEG. Methoxy-N-(4-nitrophenyloxycarbonyl)amino-PEG was
generated froma reactionbetweenmethoxyamino-PEG(980mg, 1.3mmol)
in 10 mL of dry tetrahydrofuran (THF) and a 2 mL solution of bis(4-
nitrophenyl)carbonate (BNPC) (37.2mg) andN,N-diisopropylethylamine
(DIEA) (13.3 μL) in dry THF for 15 h, followed by an additional 2.5 h of
incubation with a solution of BNPC (10.5mg) and DIEA (21 μL) at room
temperature under an argon perfusion. The purified methoxy-N-(4-nitro-
phenyloxycarbonyl)amino-PEG (500mg) dissolved in 4mLof dry dimethyl-
formamide (DMF) containing 17.4 μL ofDIEAwas incubated with CCM
(36.8mg) in 2 mL of the same solvent for 3 days at room temperature. The
CCM-PEG generated from this reaction was then purified by column
chromatography on silica gel. This reaction generated CCM-PEG with
40% yield and a calculated MW of 1145. The identification and chara-
cterization of newly synthesized CCM-PEG were performed by matrix-
assisted laser desorption/ionization (MALDI) mass spectrometry (MS),
reversed-phase high-performance liquid chromatography (RP-HPLC),
and 1H nuclear magnetic resonance (1H NMR) analyses (46).

Cell Culture and Differentiation of 3T3-L1 Preadipocytes. The
3T3-L1 preadipocyte cell line was obtained from American Type Culture
Collection. DMEMcontaining 10% (v/v) FCS was used tomaintain 3T3-
L1 preadipocytes. To differentiate 3T3-L1 preadipocytes to mature adipo-
cytes, at day 0when 3T3-L1 preadipocytes were 2 days post confluent, cells
were stimulated to differentiate with DMEM supplemented with 10%
FBS and adipogenic cocktail (i.e., 167 nM insulin, 0.5 mM IBMX, and
5 μM DEX) for 2 days. Cells were then cultured in 10% FBS-DMEM
with insulin for another 2 days, followed by an additional 2 days of culture
with 10%FBS-DMEM, at which time>90%of cells were differentiated
into mature adipocytes. All media included 100 U/mL penicillin, 100 μg/
mL streptomycin, and sodium pyruvate. Cells were cultured in a humidi-
fied 5%CO2 incubator at 37 �C.Todetermine the effect ofCCMdissolved
inDMSO (CCM-DMSO) orCCM-PEGdissolved in phosphate-buffered
saline (PBS) on adipogenesis, 2 days postconfluent 3T3-L1 preadipocytes
were differentiated in the presence or absence of various concentration
(0-30 μM) of CCM-PEG or CCM-DMSO for 6 days. At day 6, cells
were subjected to either Oil Red O staining for a quantitative analysis of
intracellular lipids in adipocytes or real-time PCR for a quantitative ana-
lysis of adipogenic gene expression. DMSO concentration in 3T3-L1 cells

was maintained at 0.001%, which did not show any cytotoxicity as
evidenced by MTT assay (data not shown).

Detection of Intracellular CCM. Intracellular CCMwas monitored
and quantified by fluorescence spectrophotometry and confocal micro-
scopy. Proliferating 3T3-L1 preadipocytes or differentiated 3T3-L1 adi-
pocytes for 6 days were incubated with various concentrations (0-30 μM)
ofCCM-PEG,CCM-DMSO, or their vehicles (e.g., PBS andDMSO) to
examine the effect of CCM-DMSOorCCM-PEGon intracellular levels
of CCM. Proliferating 3T3-L1 preadipocytes or differentiated 3T3-L1
adipocytes for 6 days were also incubated with 20 μM CCM-PEG,
CCM-DMSO, or their vehicles for the indicated time points to determine
the effect of CCM-DMSO or CCM-PEG on cellular retention of CCM.
After the incubation, medium was removed and the cells were washed
twice with PBS followed by trypsinization and resuspension in PBS.
Because both CCM and CCM-PEG exhibit fluorescence, fluorescence
microscopy has been previously used to detect CCM (47) and CCM-
PEG (48) in the cells. The fluorescence of CCM in 3T3-L1 cells was
measured by fluorescence spectrometer (Molecular Devices Inc., Chicago,
IL) using excitation at 414 nm and emission at 538 nm. Cells treated with
either PBS orDMSOwere used as control for fluorescencemeasurements.
To visualize intracellular CCM, confocal microscopy analysis was con-
ducted using 3T3-L1 cells cultured in a glass-bottomed culture plate in the
presence or absence of CCM-DMSO and CCM-PEG. These cells were
subjected to confocal microscope, the Zeiss LSM 710 confocal laser
scanning microscope (Zeiss LSM 710 confocal laser scanning microscope,
Carl Zeiss Optical Inc., Chester, VA). The following settings were used for
capturing CCM signal: 488 nm argon laser power 5%, the pinhole at
1 Airy unit (38 μm), 488 nm filter, gain 603, and pixel dwell time of 6.3 s.
The objective used was a C-Apochromat�40/1.20W correction UV-vis-
IR M27. Epifluorescence, brightfield, and DIC images were taken with a
Nikon Eclipse 800, mercury arc lamp, ex 488, BA 515-530.

Cell Viability Assay. TheMTT assay was employed to determine the
effect of CCM-DMSO and CCM-PEG on the viability of 3T3-L1 cells.
Proliferating 3T3-L1 preadipocytes or differentiated 3T3-L1 adipocytes
treated with different concentrations of CCM in 10% FCS-containing
medium for 24 h were further incubated with fresh medium containing
MTTsolution (0.5mg/mL) for 1hat 37 �C.The violet precipitate (formazan)
in MTT-treated cells was dissolved in DMSO and quantified by a micro-
plate reader (Beckman Coulter, Brea, CA) at a wavelength of 595 nm.

Oil Red O (ORO) Staining. To monitor the levels of intracellular
lipids in differentiated adipocytes in the presence or absence of CCM-
DMSO or CCM-PEG for 6 days, ORO staining was performed in differ-
entiated 3T3-L1 adipocytes at day 6 as described elsewhere (33). The
ORO-stained cells were visualized by light microscopy and photographed.
Undifferentiatedpreadipocytes served as negative control. TheORO-stained
lipids extracted by isopropanol from differentiated adipocytes were
subjected to spectrophotometric analysis at a wavelength of 490 nm for
a quantitative analysis of intracellular lipid accumulation.Thehalf-maximal
inhibitory concentration (IC50) was determined by the concentration of
CCM that provides 50% inhibition of adipogenesis.

Isolation of Total RNA and Quantitative Reverse Transcription

(RT)-Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). RNA extraction and cDNA
generation were performed using Trizol reagent and a SuperScriptII kit by
following the manufacturer’s instructions. Newly synthesized cDNA was
subjected to quantitative RT-PCR reactions using a StepOne Real-Time
PCRSystem (AppliedBiosystems,Carlsbad, CA). The primers used in this
study were designed by Primer Express3.0 software (Applied Biosystems)
and are shown in Table 1. The signals were normalized to β-actin, and the
results were expressed as relative fold of induction.

Statistical Analysis. Data are shown as means ( SEM. Statistical
analysis was performed using SAS9.2 software. One-way ANOVA was
used to determine the significance of treatment effect and interactions.
Significant differences between groupmeanswere assessed byBonferroni’s
method and were accepted at P < 0.05.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Dose-Dependent Cellular Uptake of CCM-PEG and CCM-D

MSO in 3T3-L1 Cells. The water-soluble CCM-PEG conjugates
have been shown to improve cytotoxicity in human cancer cells
potentially through their increased cell internalization ability (46).
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These results suggest that CCM-PEG might be suitable for an
effective treatment of some human diseases. Although CCM has
been recently recognizedasapotential antiadipogenic andantiobesity

dietary component (27-31 , 49 ), the beneficial effects of
water-soluble CCM-PEG for an improved regulation of adipo-
genesis and its cellular uptake kinetics in both preadipocytes and
adipocyteshavenotyetbeen tested.Toaddress this,we first examined
the dose-dependent cellular uptake of CCM and CCM-PEG in
3T3-L1 preadipocytes and adipocytes. Various concentrations
(i.e., 0-30 μM) of CCM dissolved in DMSO (CCM-DMSO) or
CCM-PEGdissolved in PBSwere added to proliferating 3T3-L1
preadipocytes and differentiated adipocytes for 6 and 2 h, respec-
tively. CCM is a naturally fluorescent component, and fluores-
cence-based detection of CCM in aqueous system (38), biological
samples (50, 51), and mammalian cells (33, 46) as well as in adi-
pocytes (33) has been previously established. Thus, we monitored
the intracellular levels of CCM in 3T3-L1 cells delivered by
DMSO and pegylation using fluorescence spectrophotometry.
We observed that the intracellular fluorescent signals from pre-
adipocytes (Figure 1A) and differentiated adipocytes (Figure 1B)
were proportional to the concentrationofCCM-DMSO.However,
saturated levels of fluorescent signal were observed in CCM-
PEG-treated preadipocytes and adipocytes with a maximum
fluorescent intensity at around 20 μM. These results indicate that
pegylated CCM is delivered to 3T3-L1 cells in a manner distinct
from that of unmodified CCM, probably due to the difference in
water solubility and/or molecular weight between these two
compounds.

Table 1. Primer Sequences Used for Quantitative PCR

gene 50-30 sequence

C/EBPβ Fa AGC GGC TGC AGA AGA AGG T

Ra GGC AGC TGC TTG AAC AAG TTC

PPARγ F CCC AAT GGT TGC TGA TTA CAA AT

R TTT CTA CTT GAT CGC ACT TTG GTA TTC T

C/EBPR F GGT TTA GGG ATG TTT GGG TTT TT

R AAG CCC ACT TCA TTT CAT TGG T

adiponectin F GAT GCA GGT CTC TTG GTC CTA A

R GGC CCT TCA GCT CCT GTC A

leptin F CAC ACA CGC AGT CGG TAT CC

R AGC CCA GGA ATG AAG TCC AA

resistin F TGC CAG TGT GCA AGG ATA GAC T

R CGC TCA CTT CCC CGA CAT

β-actin F AGA TGA CCC AGA TCA TGT TTG AGA

R CAC AGC CTG GAT GGC TAC GT

a F, forward; R, reverse.

Figure 1. Dose-dependent cellular uptake of CCM-PEG and CCM-
DMSO in 3T3-L1 preadipocytes and adipocytes: fluorescence spectro-
photometric analysis of intracellular CCM in proliferating 3T3-L1 preadipo-
cytes (A) and differentiated 3T3-L1 adipocytes (B) after incubation with
various concentrations of CCM-PEG, CCM-DMSO, or their vehicles
(e.g., PBS and DMSO) for 6 and 2 h, respectively. n = 12. ///, P < 0.001
as compared to cells treated with DMSO. ###, P < 0.001 as compared to
cells treated with PBS.

Figure 2. Effect of incubation time on intracellular retention of CCM-PEG
and CCM-DMSO in 3T3-L1 preadipocytes and adipocytes: fluorescence
spectrophotometric analysis of intracellular CCM in proliferating 3T3-L1
preadipocytes (A) and differentiated 3T3-L1 adipocytes (B) after incuba-
tion with 20 μM CCM-PEG, CCM-DMSO, or their vehicles for the
indicated time points. n = 12. /, P < 0.05; //, P < 0.01; and ///,P < 0.001,
versus cells treated with DMSO. ##, P < 0.01; and ###, P < 0.001, versus
cells treated with PBS.
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Increased Cellular Retention of CCM-PEG in 3T3-L1 Cells. It
is possible that the different levels of intracellular fluorescent
signal in 3T3-L1 cells treatedwithCCM-DMSOandCCM-PEG
could also result froma rapid degradation and/or change in stabi-
lity of CCM-PEG in 3T3-L1 cells. To address this, the fluores-
cence intensity of preadipocytes and adipocytes incubated with
20 μMCCM-DMSO or CCM-PEG at various time points was
measured and monitored. The fluorescence signal of intracellular
CCM in preadipocytes reached its maximum level within 6 h of
incubation, followed by a dramatic decrease to the background
level after 48 hof incubation (Figure 2A). Similarly, the fluorescence
signal of intracellular CCM in adipocytes was rapidly decreased to
the background level after 10 h of incubation (Figure 2B). Con-
sistent with previous reports of the rapid metabolism and degrada-
tion of CCM under various conditions and tissues (52-55), our
results indicate the likelihood of the presence of an activemetabolic

pathway that mediates a rapid metabolism and/or degradation of
the natural formofCCM in both preadipocytes and adipocytes. To
the contrary, a consistent level of fluorescence signal was observed
from preadipocytes (Figure 2A) and adipocytes (Figure 2B) incu-
batedwithCCM-PEGatdifferent timepoints. This result suggests
that the sustained fluorescence signal of intracellular CCM-PEG
in 3T3-L1 cells during the 48 h incubation period is likely due to
enhanced resistanceofPEG-conjugatedCCMagainst cellularmetab-
olism and/or other intracellular degradation processes. In support-
ing of our notion, pegylation has been shown to protect bioactive
molecules against enzymatic or proteolytic degradation (56, 57).
Moreover, pegylated resveratrol, a hydrophobic phytochemical,
was shown to enhance absorption and resistance to enzymatic
hydrolysis in the intestinal environment (44). To further investigate
the different cellular retention profiles between intracellular CCM
and CCM-PEG in 3T3-L1 cells, preadipocytes and adipocytes
treatedwith eitherDMSO,PBS,CCM-DMSO,orCCM-PEGat
20 μM for 24 h were subjected to confocal microscopy (Figure 3).
Consistent with our quantitative analysis of intracellular CCMand
CCM-PEG shown in Figure 2, no significant intracellular fluor-
escent emission signal was observed in preadipocytes (Figure 4A)
andadipocytes (Figure4B) incubatedwithCCM-DMSO.However,
the fluorescent emission signals from preadipocytes and adipocytes
incubated with CCM-PEG were higher than those from cells incu-
bated with CCM-DMSO. In particular, an enhanced fluorescence
signal of intracellular CCM-PEG was observed in preadipocytes
compared with that in adipocytes. This result suggests an effective
internalization of CCM-PEG in preadipocytes compared to adipo-
cytes, probably due to improved water solubility. It is possible that
our fluorescence-based analysis of intracellularCCMcould recognize

Figure 3. Imaging analysis of intracellular CCM in 3T3-L1 preadipocytes
and adipocytes: confocal microscopy of proliferating 3T3-L1 preadipocytes
(A) and differentiated 3T3-L1 adipocytes (B) after incubation with 20 μM
CCM-PEG, CCM-DMSO, or their vehicles for 24 h. Scale bar, 50 μm.

Figure 4. Effect of CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO on viability of 3T3-L1
cells: cell viability assay of proliferating 3T3-L1 preadipocytes (A) and
differentiated adipocytes (B) after incubation with various concentrations of
CCM-PEG or CCM-DMSO for 24 h. n = 3-9. /, P < 0.05; and ///,
P < 0.001, as compared to untreated cells.

http://pubs.acs.org/action/showImage?doi=10.1021/jf103873k&iName=master.img-002.jpg&w=238&h=476
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not only the intactCCMbut also other fluorescentCCMmetabolites
in 3T3-L1 cells. In support, our high-performance liquid chromato-
graphy-mass spectrometry (HPLC-MS) analysis detected both the

intact form of CCM and a number of CCM metabolites in preadi-
pocytes incubated with CCM-DMSO but not in adipocytes. How-
ever, the signal of theCCMmetabolites in these cells was tooweak to
quantify comparedwith thatof the intact formofCCM.On theother
hand, HPLC-MS detected no signal of free CCM in preadipocytes
treated with CCM-PEG (data not shown). This result suggests a
potential resistance of intracellular CCM-PEG to hydrolysis in pre-
adipocytes. Amore accurate quantitative analysis of time-dependent
generation of CCM- and CCM-PEG metabolites in 3T3-L1 cells
will broadenour understandingof different cellular uptakekinetics of
CCM and CCM-PEG in adipose tissue. Nevertheless, our novel
CCM-PEG is likely to be efficiently internalized into 3T3-L1 cells,
preferably into preadipocyte, and this is due to, at least in part,
enhanced resistance to cellular metabolism and/or degradation
through improved water solubility and polymerization of CCM by
pegylation.

Effect of CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO on Viability of 3T3-

L1 Cells.CCMexerts numerous biological activities, including an
antiproliferative and apoptotic role in cancer cells (20-23, 58).
Moreover, our previous study demonstrated an inhibitory func-
tion of CCM in the viability of preadipocytes, but differentiating
preadipocytes and fully differentiated adipocyteswere resistant to
CCM-induced cytotoxicity (33). To investigate the functional
consequence of enhanced water solubility and cellular internali-
zation of CCM-PEG in 3T3-L1 cells, we first tested the effect of
CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO on the viability of 3T3-L1 cells

Figure 5. Effect of CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO on adipogenesis of
3T3-L1 cells: quantitative analysis of intracellular lipid accumulation in 3T3-
L1 adipocytes after differentiation with various concentrations of CCM-
PEGorCCM-DMSOfor 6days.n=6./,P<0.05; and///,P<0.001, versus
cells treated with DMSO. ###, P < 0.001 versus cells treated with PBS.

Figure 6. Effect of CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO on adipogenic gene expression in 3T3-L1 cells: real-time PCR analysis of adipogenic marker genes
(C/EBPβ, PPARγ, C/EBPR, leptin, adiponectin, and resistin) in 3T3-L1 adipocytes after differentiation with various concentrations of CCM-PEG or CCM-
DMSO for 6 days. n = 6. Means that do not share any letters are significantly different at P < 0.05.

http://pubs.acs.org/action/showImage?doi=10.1021/jf103873k&iName=master.img-004.png&w=239&h=177
http://pubs.acs.org/action/showImage?doi=10.1021/jf103873k&iName=master.img-005.jpg&w=360&h=366
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at different stages of differentiation bymeasuringMTT reduction
in cells treated with different concentrations of CCM-PEG
or CCM-DMSO for 24 h. As shown in Figure 4A, CCM-
DMSO inhibited the viability of preadipocytes with a 30%
decrease in viability at 30 μM CCM. Interestingly, CCM-
PEG was shown to be more effective in inhibiting viability of
preadipocytes with an 80% decrease in cell viability at 30 μM
CCM-PEG. Consistent with our previous study (33 ), CCM-
DMSO exhibited less effect on the viability of differentiated
adipocytes with a maximum 10% inhibition at 15 μMCCM-
DMSO (Figure 4B). A similar effect was also shown in dif-
ferentiated adipocytes treated with CCM-PEG (Figure 4B).
These results suggest that pegylation of CCM enhances its
inhibitory role in the viability of preadipocytes potentially
through its improved cytotoxic property.

Effect of CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO on Adipogenesis of

3T3-L1 Cells. CCM has recently been proposed to be a potential
inhibitor in adipogenesis and high-fat diet-induced adiposity in
mice (27-31, 49). It was, therefore, suggested that CCM func-
tions as a preventive dietary component in the development of
obesity. We also demonstrated that treatment of differentiating
3T3-L1 cells with CCM resulted in an inhibition of adipogenesis
with no cellular toxic effect (33). This prompted us to further test
the improvedbiological activity ofCCM-PEGinadipose biology.
Thus, we examined the antiadipogenic ability of CCM-PEGand
CCM-DMSO in 3T3-L1 preadipocytes. Treatment of differen-
tiating 3T3-L1 preadipocytes with increasing concentrations of
CCM-DMSO and CCM-PEG for 6 days resulted in a dose-
dependent inhibition of lipid accumulation as quantitatively
assessed by ORO staining (Figure 5). This analysis revealed
the half-inhibitory concentrations (IC50) of 7.96 and 12.31 μM
for CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO, respectively (Figure 5).
Furthermore, almost complete inhibition of adipogenesis was
observed in cells treated with 20 μM CCM-PEG and in 30 μM
CCM-DMSO. The improved inhibitory effect of CCM-PEG
in adipogenesis was also confirmed by quantitative analysis of
mRNA levels of adipocyte marker genes, including C/EBPβ,
PPARγ, C/EBPR, leptin, adiponectin, and resistin in adipocytes
treatedwithCCM-PEGorCCM-DMSOfor 6days. Treatments
of differentiating preadipocytes with 20 μM CCM-PEG and
CCM-DMSO exhibited almost complete inhibition of mRNA
levels of genes encoding adipogenic transcription factors such as
C/EBPβ, PPARγ, and C/EBPR and genes encoding adipokines
such as leptin, adiponectin, and resistin (Figure 6). However, when
cells were differentiated with CCM-PEG and CCM-DMSO at
10 μM,CCM-PEGwasmore effective in suppressing the mRNA
levels of leptin and adiponectin than CCM-DMSO. This result is
in agreementwith theOROstaining result of an effective inhibitory
function of CCM-PEG in lipid-accumulating ability of 3T3-L1
preadipocytes (Figure 5). Thus, our results indicate that PEG
conjugation of CCM is associated with an improvement of
antiadipogenic function of CCM in cultured adipocytes. Although
more studies are needed to elucidate the bioavailability of CCM-
PEG and its efficacy in regulating adipose development in vivo,
evidence suggests that pegylation may also increase resistance of
pegylated derivatives to hydrolysis and stability in the gastrioin-
testinal tract, probably due to the steric hindrance of created by
PEG polymer (59). Moreover, some pegylated compounds with
small PEGs have been shown to enhance their transmembrane
penetration properties (60,61). Accordingly, it is plausible that oral
administration of water-soluble CCM-PEG as a food ingredient
might result in an improvement of its accessibility to the gastrioin-
testinal tract and its circulation to the blood and target tissues in
vivo. Taken together, we propose that aqueous solubility and
increased cellular retention of CCM-PEG are correlated with its

enhanced antiproliferative property in preadipocytes and antiadi-
pogenic property in differentiating preadipocytes. This will, in
turn, contribute to preventing or delaying the development of
adipose tissue.

ABBREVIATIONS USED

PEG, polyethylene glycol; CCM, curcumin; C/EBPR, CCAAT/
enhancer binding proteinR; PPARγ, peroxisome proliferator-
activated receptor γ; DEX, dexamethasone; IBMX, isobutyl-
methylxanthine; FBS, fetal bovine serum; DMEM, Dulbecco’s
modified Eagle’s medium; DMSO, dimethyl sulfoxide; MTT,
3-(4,5-dimethylthiazolyl-2)-2,5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide;
BNPC, bis(4-nitrophenyl)carbonate; MALDI, matrix-assisted
laser desorption/ionization; MS, mass spectrometry; RP-HPLC,
reversed-phase high-performance liquid chromatography;NMR,
nuclear magnetic resonance; RT-PCR, reverse transcription-
polymerase chain reaction.
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